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Year 7 Update 11/9/2026

As we come to the end of our second week into their journey here at Vyners, and | am delighted to
report that Year 7 have settled in exceptionally well. It is always a big transition moving from
primary to secondary school, but the students have shown incredible enthusiasm, maturity, and a
positive attitude towards their learning and school life.

We understand that starting secondary school can be both exciting and nerve-wracking, and |
would like to congratulate the students on how well they have navigated these early days. They
have demonstrated resilience, a willingness to learn, and a sense of responsibility, which is exactly
what we aim to foster in all our students.

Since the start of term Year 7 have benefited from an extended lunch period, which comes to an
end this week. Students are encouraged to purchase food at the start of the break/lunch to ensure
they have time to eat.

Year 7 Cheese and Wine Parent Information Evening

We hope that your child has enjoyed their first few days at Vyners. It has been a pleasure to see
them arrive smartly and eager to take part in school life.

I am writing to make you aware that on Wednesday 16th September at 5.30pm we will be holding
our annual Friends of Vyners ‘Cheese and Wine Evening’ for Year 7 parents and carers in the
school hall. This is an opportunity for you to meet with key staff working with your child as well as a
chance for you to share with us your thoughts on your child’s transition into secondary school. This
event is for parents and carers, students should not be in attendance.

At 5:45pm there will be a talk from myself and Miss Pape (Assistant Headteacher) on life at
Vyners, as well as ways to help ensure your child gains the best possible experience through their
secondary education. From 6:15 - 6:45pm there will be a chance to sample some cheese and
wine, mingle with other parents and carers and meet your child’s form tutor.

There will be some limited parking available on the school site for this event only; as a rule, we
always ask our parents not to drive to our school site where possible.

Please can you confirm whether you are able to attend via this Google Form no later than Tuesday
15th September at 9am so that we can arrange the right amount of catering.

We look forward to meeting all of you again.

Co-curricular Fayre

We are excited to announce that on Monday, 14th September at 2:40pm, we will be hosting a
Co-Curricular Fayre in school. This is a fantastic opportunity for Year 7 students to explore the wide
range of clubs and co-curricular activities available to them. From sports teams to creative arts,


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegYGCLX-5cdUh5j2-kH8TNcpitQzl7NI0XEalpqXoR3EHoAw/viewform?usp=publish-editor

academic clubs, and more, students will be able to meet club leaders, ask questions, and find out
about activities that interest them. We highly encourage all students to attend, as participating in at
least one co-curricular activity is an important part of their overall school experience and personal
development. We expect every student to take part in at least one club or activity during the year,
and this fayre will be a great starting point for getting involved. Please look out for a letter coming
home soon about how you can sign your son/daughter up to the clubs and activities. For the first
time this year we are trialling a system for parents/carers to sign students up to the clubs they wish
to join. Please do so in discussion with your child after Monday’s event.

Co-Curricular Clubs

Please [click here] for the co-curricular club timetable for the Autumn Term.

Headteacher Updates

Late Detentions

We are pleased to be able to report that we have experienced a significant reduction in the number
of students who are late for school in the mornings during this week. This has occurred alongside
the implementation of the school's updated punctuality procedures. Whilst we very much
appreciate that some parents are forewarning us that their child will be late at specific times,
please note that students will still be issued with a late detention if the lateness is related to
transport issues. There are some exemptions to late detentions, for example, where a child
attends a medical appointment that could not be scheduled outside of school hours. However, in
most other instances, students will be required to serve a same day 20 minute detention if they are
late at the start of the school day. We would again like to thank you to all parents and carers for
their ongoing support with this matter.

Junior School Open Evening

Parents / carers were sent a letter yesterday regarding early closure for the school on Wednesday
23rd September (at 12.20pm) due to Open Evening and the late start on Thursday 24th September
(students should arrive between 10.30am and 10.45am). Please [click here] for the letter.

Gary Mullings
Headteacher

Safequarding Snapshot

This week's safeguarding snapshot has information on supporting students starting back to school.
Please [click here] for further information.

LAMDA
Please [click here] for information for students to sign up for drama classes with LAMDA. If you
have any questions, please email theatre@longlanetc.com

Canteen Reminders
Can | remind parents that the school canteen works in the following way:

All students have an automatic daily limit of £6.50. This includes their free school meal (FSM)
allowance. Please speak to your son / daughter to make them aware of this allowance. They
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should not be regularly buying food for their friends as this may mean they themselves run out of
money. We have the ability in school to adjust this daily allowance individually per child. Please
email kwilliams@vynersschool.org.uk if you would like it adjusting either up or down.

Students in year 7 - 11 will not be able to use a normal contactless card to buy food. Using such a
card removes any visibility you have, as parents, about what they have been purchasing. You
cannot see a purchase unless it is made via ParentPay.

The FSM allowance is £3.02 per day. This is enough to enable a child to buy a full hot meal and
drink at lunchtime. It will not be enough to cover a breaktime snack, and you may wish to send
them in with something. The hot meal is the best value item - please make sure your child is aware
this is a good choice for them to make.

If your child is FSM eligible, their allowance is spent first. Any purchases over £3.02 will need to
be funded by you. Please top up the account in the normal way if you would like your child to have
extra purchasing power. Any unspent FSM allowance does not roll forward and disappears from
the system at the end of the day

It is the responsibility of parents to make sure there is sufficient funds on parentpay to enable a
child to buy food. There is an emergency system of 'pink slips' in place for those occasions where
there has been a 'glitch'. Students should not regularly be asking for these slips though and the
school will be contacting parents if a student regularly comes to school with no packed lunch or
money on their account.

Any further questions, please don't hesitate to contact me kwilliams@vynersschool.org.uk

Miss Williams
Business Manager

IT Support Update

Firstly, I'd like to thank you all for your patience when requesting IT support from the school. The
start of the academic year is an incredibly hectic time for all staff, and this year has been
particularly challenging due to an IT infrastructure refresh spanning the entire site which has
caused some teething issues to start the year. There are many emails from parents and guardians
to which we simply have not been able to respond, and | apologise for the lack of communication
on this front. | hope to be able to answer some frequently asked questions here.

Student Accounts

Year 7s will have started to receive their network and Google account details in their timetabled
Computing lessons. Some will not have had a Computing lesson yet, so your child(ren) may not
yet have their logins. It is expected that every Year 7 will have had at least one Computing lesson
by Monday 21st September. If your child(ren) is/are still unable to log into their accounts after this
date, they will need to visit the IT Support office (131) so that we can give them their details. As
these are accounts intended for the sole use of your child(ren), we do not answer requests to send
parents, guardians and siblings your child(ren)'s login details.

Chromebook Scheme

We have had many emails in regards to the Chromebook scheme. Usually, we run a Chromebook
scheme that starts in June/July where parents and guardians of the new Year 7 cohort can order a
Chromebook for use in school and at home. This unfortunately did not take place this year as
planned due to the ongoing instability in hardware stock and pricing.



| am due to speak to suppliers next week to see if it is possible to secure Chromebook stock so
that the Chromebook scheme portal can be opened to orders near the end of September or during
October. However, nothing is yet in place and | will endeavour to update you as soon as we know
what is going on.

You are more than welcome to purchase their own Chromebook outside of the school scheme if
you would like to get a device in place for your child(ren) before this, but | would please ask you to
email chromebookscheme@vynersschool.org.uk with the make and model of the Chromebook
before purchasing it so that we can confirm that the Chromebook will remain updated for the
duration that your child will be at Vyners. Once we have confirmed this, we will be able to advise
you about the next steps. | appreciate that many of you may have already emailed us and we have
not yet replied - | can only apologise for this.

Google Classroom Summaries

| will be sending out invitations to receive Google Classroom summary emails to all priority 1 and 2
contacts on Monday morning. These emails enable you to view what homework has been set for
your child(ren) in a weekly summary email. If your email address is a Gmail account, you will have
the option to increase the frequency of these emails should you like this. A guide to setting up
Google Classroom summary emails, as well as more information about the system can be found
by clicking [here].

If you have not received a Google Classroom summary invitation and you would like to request
one, please email office@vynersschool.org.uk with your request and they will pass it onto the IT
Support team.

Mr Watson
Senior IT Technician

Autumn Term Key Dates

Autumn Term 2026

Monday 14th September Year 7 Co-curricular Fayre (2:40pm- 2:55pm)

Wednesday 16th September Year 7 Parent Information / Cheese & Wine Evening
(5:30pm- 6:45pm)

Thursday 17th September Awards Evening for award winners from the
2025-2026 academic year.

Wednesday 23rd September Junior School Open Evening - school closes at
12:20pm

Thursday 24th September Late start due to Open Evening - school opens at
10:30am. Students register in tutorial rooms at
10:45am.

Friday 2nd October FOV Quiz Night

Monday 26th to Friday 30th October — Half Term

Wednesday 18th November Governance Day
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Thursday 19th November

Staff Conference (school closed to students)

Friday 20th November

Staff Conference (school closed to students)

Monday 23rd November

Occasional Day (school closed)

Friday 27th November

FOV Quiz Night

Thursday 3rd December

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party

Wednesday 9th December

VLT Christmas Concert

Tuesday 15th December

Christmas Lunch

Wednesday 16th December

Vyners Christmas Concert

Friday 18th December

Year 7 reports issued

Friday 18th December

End of Autumn Term (12.20pm finish)




