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WhatsApp - What are the risks? 
 
 
With advances in technology and AI, social media is constantly evolving.  But is this 
evolution a help or a hindrance?  
 
WhatsApp is one of the most popular messaging apps available and, as of 2024, has been 
made accessible to users as young as thirteen.  With end-to-end encryption preventing 
even the platform itself from viewing any messages that users send on it, this app has 
been regularly utilised by those looking to keep their conversations private. 
 
Unfortunately, the service poses several risks to its younger users – from misinformation 
and bullying to potential criminal exploitation – and it’s vital that children, parents and 
teachers understand these concerns and how to address them.  The National College has 
released an updated free guide that delves into the online safety risks of WhatsApp and 
offers expert advice on how to safeguard any young people who use the platform.  
 
If you would like further support on this, please email the safeguarding team via the school 
office at office@vynersschool.org.uk.  
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