
50 Great Books to Read by Age 18 

1 

The Handmaid’s Tale 

Margaret Atwood 

The Greatest Show on Earth 

Richard Dawkins 

2 

If This is a Man 

Primo Levi 

3 

The Help 

Kathryn Stockett 

4 

The Way Things Work Now 

David Macaulay 

5 6 

Brighton Rock 

Graham Greene 

The Establishment 

Owen Jones 

A Game of Thrones 

George R.R. Martin 
Dreams from my Father 

Barack Obama 

7 8 9 

The Power 

Naomi Alderman 

10 

I Know Why the Caged 

Bird Sings 

Maya Angelou 

The Trial 

Franz Kafka 

White Teeth 

Zadie Smith 

An Utterly Impartial  

History of Britain 

John O’Farrell 

Water for Elephants 

Sara Gruen 

11 12 13 14 15 16 

The Code Book 

Simon Singh 

17 

The Kite Runner 

Khaled Hosseini 

18 

Prisoners of Geography 

Tim Marshall 

The Colour Purple 

Alice Walker 

19 20 

The Wealth of Humans 

Ryan Avent 

Out of Africa 

Isak Dinesen 

The Ragged Trousered 

Philanthropists 

Robert Tressell 

 

21 22 

The Time Machine 

H.G. Wells 

 

23 24 

Testament of Youth 

Vera Brittain 

 

The Worst Journey in the World 

Apsley Cherry-Garrard 

 

25 

Carrie 

Stephen King 

 

26 

Down Under 

Bill Bryson 

 

Memoirs of a Geisha 

Arthur Golden 

 

27 28 

The Music of Primes 

Marcus du Sautoy 

 

Rebecca 

Daphne du Maurier 

 

Fever Pitch 

Nick Hornby 

31 32 

Brave New World 

Aldous Huxley 

The Lord of the Rings 

J.R.R. Tolkien 

The Female Eunuch 

Germaine Greer 

Casino Royale 

Ian Fleming 

33 34 35 

Hiroshima 

John Hershey 

Wise Children 

Angela Carter 

Wild 

Cheryl Strayed 

The Reluctant  

Fundamentalist 

Mohsin Hamid 

36 37 38 39 

29 30 

Report from Engine 

Co. 82 

Dennis Smith 

40 

An Evil Cradling 

Brian Keenan 

Persepolis 

Marjane Satrapi 

The Blind Side 

Michael Lewis 

Freakonomics 

Stevin Levitt & Stephen Dubner 
1984 

George Orwell 

The Picture of Dorian Gray 

Oscar Wilde 

The Bone Clocks 

David Mitchell 

The Great Railway Bazaar 

Paul Theroux 

The Alchemist 

Paulo Coelho 
The Good Immigrant 

Nikesh Shukla 

50 49 48 47 46 45 44 43 42 41 



1 
Non-fiction. Science.  

Evidence of Evolution.   

2 

Dystopian Fiction. Gender 

Rights. Christian Totalitarianism 

overthrows US Government. 

3 

Non-fiction. WWII. Memoir 

of a Holocaust survivor. 

4 

Fiction. 1960s America. 

Civil Rights. Fight for 

Equality. 

5 

Non-Fiction. Encyclopedia 

about the inner working of 

machines.  

6 

Fiction. Murder Thriller. 

1930s Britain.  

7 

Non- Fiction. UK Class 

Politics. Corruption of the 

State. 

8 

Fiction. Fantasy. Politics.  

A battle between noble 

houses. 

9 

Non-Fiction. Memoir.  

Autobiographical. A story 

of race and heritage. 

10 
Dystopian Fiction. Gender 

dynamics. Women suddenly 

rule the world. 

11 
Fiction. Philosophical. A 

man arrested and prose-

cuted for an unknown 

crime. 

12 

Non-Fiction. Autobiography. 

Overcoming racism and trau-

ma. Love of Literature. 

13 

Fiction. Story of wartime 

friends. Explores Britain’s 

relations with former colonies. 

14 

Non-Fiction. A humorous, 

witty approach to the  

History of Britain.  

15 

Fictional memoir. A young 

man joins a circus as a vet. 

Romance. Tragedy. Adventure.  

16 

Non-Fiction. Logic. History 

of puzzles and codes.  

 

17 

Fiction. Explores Contempo-

rary history of  Afghanistan. 

Coming of age story.  

18 

Non-Fiction. Global Politics. 

Exploration of the  

constraints of Geography. 

19 

Fiction. 1930s America. Life 

of African-American women 

in southern states. 

20 
Non-Fiction. Economics. 

Can the modern world  

manage technological 

changes? 

21 

Non-Fiction. Memoir of a 

Danish author of her  

experiences living in  

Kenya from 1913. 

22 
Fiction. Politics. Working-

class literature.  

Social critique. 

23 

Science Fiction. Put the 

idea of Time Travel on the 

map. 

24 

Non-Fiction. Autobiography. 

Impact of WWI upon Britain. 

 

25 

Non-Fiction. Memoir. 1910-

1913 Antarctic Exhibition. 

 

26 

Fiction. Horror. Bullied high 

school girl uses new-found 

powers to see revenge. 

27 

Non-Fiction. Travel. Tales of 

adventure in Australia. 

 

28 

Historical novel. Japan.  

Fictional memoirs of a  

Geisha.  

29 

Non-Fiction. Mathematics. 

History of prime number  

theory.  

30 

Gothic Fiction. Thriller. A 

drowned woman haunts the 

home she shared with  

her husband. 

32 
Non-Fiction.  

Autobiography. A fan’s 

relationship with  

football. 

 

31 

Science Fiction. Dystopian. 

Developments in reproductive 

technology. 

33 

Fantasy Fiction. Future of 

civilization rests in one  

object, lost for centuries. 

34 

Non-Fiction. Feminist. Explo-

ration of how the nuclear 

family represses women. 

35 

Spy Fiction. British secret 

agent aims to gamble the 

enemy into bankruptcy. 

36 
Non-Fiction. History. Story of 

six survivors of an atomic 

bomb. 

37 
Fiction. Magical realism.  

Follows twin chorus girls and 

their bizarre family. 

38 

Non-Fiction. A young wom-

an’s life falls to pieces. She 

treks across America solo. 

39 

Fiction. Story of a Pakistani 

man’s love affair with an 

American woman. 

40 

Non-Fiction. True story of 

the experiences of an 

American firefighter. 

41 42 
Non-Fiction. Experiences 

of a man held hostage 

for four years in Beirut. 

Graphic Novel. Growing up 

in Iran during and after the  

Islamic Revolution. 

43 
Non-Fiction. Exploration of 

American football strategy 

alongside the personal experi-

ences of a football player. 

44 
Dystopian Fiction. A world of 

perpetual war and govern-

ment surveillance.  

Big Brother is watching you. 

45 
Non-Fiction. A mixture of 

pop culture and economics.  

 

46 
Gothic Fiction.  Victorian  

England. A young man is able 

to hide his sins and stay  

eternally young.  

48 
Fantasy Fiction. A world of  

immortals, within which war 

exists between two groups. 

47 
Non-Fiction. Travel.  

Experiences on famous inter-

national railways journeys 

that set off from London.  

 

50 

Fantasy Fiction. A fable 

about following your 

dreams. 

Blind Date with a Book (KS4/5) 

49 

Non-Fiction. Stories of  

immigrants leaving in 21st-

Century Britain.  


